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FREE-STYLE WRITING

Adverse criticism of FDD reporting technigues has been rare and
generslly not well founded. However, one criticism thet is worthy of study
for correction bas again been repested end called to ocur attention.

This involves the old question in reading cur reports:
"Who's talking:"

In the past we have recorted to numerous ‘mechanical’ devices to
correct vaguencss in this respect -- brecketed notes, "comment” labels, or
direct reference tc DD knovledge of the subject.

In the course of our development, FDD has odopted a variety of
veporting methods to meet the demands of our consurners in general in order
to perform efficiently within the limit of our capsbllities. Nov eppears
%o be the time for another forverd step.

On susgestlon of a respected critic of our reports, we will now
attempt reporting "in a more journalistic style.” To take none of the
weight from the suggestion, this idea ic not new to us -~ we have always
wvanted to do it this wmy, except thet certain conditions prevailed agninst
our adoption and development of this style of presentation. Ia fact, the
style of some of our veports still rust remain static.

To same of us with more wiriting ciperience than others, the "free-
style" of reporting (uriting) will come easy. To others, it mey be difficult
until the krack is scquired. It IS ROT qifficult. Most of our newspapers
are written 1o this fashion.

First, we mist get the iden thet e are reporters. We seek infor-
mation from our sources.

Ordinarily reporters follow the fire engines to cbserve a fire end
report the story of the fire; cor, attend a court session to cover a legal cese
of public interest; or, iaterview the meyor for a story on street improvement
plang. Thae gsources Tor these reporters are the getion itself, the police, the
firemen, the lawyers, the mayor.

Cur scurces aye foreipn-lounguarce nevspapers and periodicals. We
scan them for items, articles, stories vwhich apply to the requirements
levied agpinst us by the IAC. Ve develcop owr "stories” from those articles
vhich contain important information.

THIS DOCUMENT 1S
A SOURCE REFERENCE IN

C-D-NewFol~D-B-HeT=I-A-1 A HISTORICAL PAPER
[0 NOT DESTROY
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How we turn to write our report. Bow do ve go cbout itY How
do we start?

1- We know thet we have a story to tell. 2- We knowv the out-
standlng facts ¢f thet story. 3- We select the most salient fact of that
story as ocur lzad. I~ We tell why this is important; why we have selected
this story. 5- We tell where the story is from; the date of the fact;
the date of the publicstion; how much space our source devoted to this yarn;
any peculisrities of the source. Thon we mey expand, we may quote, attribut-
ing the quotstion properly.

Be wmrned, however, that the ebove owderly enumeraiion of steps
does net necd %o apply to cach story you write. There are infinite
transpogitions end veriations whick you may erploy. YOU are telling the
atery.

Let's report an editorial es our firet exsmple. We're going to
really brief this rather lengthy one:

Coaracierizing the 30 Hovember opening of o specilsol session
of the Virginia General Assembly as "of the most enormous and frighten-
ing significance” for that state's publie schools, The Weshington Post
of 29 Noveumber in ite leading holf-column editoriel esked for s public
fight aminst the Gray Comiasion Plan.

"Fortunately, enough responsible leaders have voiced misgivings
sbout Gils undigeated scheme to arouse hope that the Legislsture will
not e astarpeded,” stated the Post, and continued by roting the several
steps required to effect the required constitutional referendum that
might give %ime "to arcuse the peopie about the real issue.

The Pogt, which is independent politically and ususlly libersl
in its attitude, claimed the mein issue is no longer segregation vs.
intepration, but that of seving the pudlic schools.

Note that ve have named our souree, its dete of publication, date
of the subjzct action, and the lmportent consideration. We bave quoted im full
a featured stotement, end parsphrased briefly as o bridge to another short
quote. In zonclucion; we have described the source and furnished a pars-
vhrase of some veliht.

Perhapsz you wonld rather feeture that finel statemevt rether than
the cpening paregraph sbovey Firne! You've got soamething therel

How let’'s teke some other exmmples. These were selzcted at random

from cur own "presg-gtyle’ reports of industrisl dete, and rewritten in what
we are calling the "free style”.

- 2 =7
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Products of Sutoperits Plant

v

Plstoos, geave, aud pins ace among;, the irportant products of the
Chen-hging-t'ei Avtoperis Plant, sccording to £he Peiping Xung-jen
Jih-peo of 6 Arril 1955. The pepor gives the eddrcss of tho plant,
vhich iz public-private Jolatly operated, ae lo 1303 Yen~-su-hei Lu,
Sharnphal o

HNew Passcncer Ship Launched

The Chiong-hsic, a nov ship designed for inlend watervay pase
senger trelfic, was laoached in Shanghed on 9 April 1955 g according
to & report in the Pelping Runp-Jen Jih-pao of 12 April. The shin
can sccomodnte over O passengers, the paTer says, bas the mogt
modern corveniences, and ic e great over-all Improvement over the
53 Min-chung.

Jater Turbine Produced for iimo Autonomous Distriet

It is reported ia the Peipirg Kung-jen Jih-pao of 15 Arril 195%
that & new 34-horscpover vater turbine hes been produced for use in
the Hedang-hei Miac Autonosous District. The producing plant, the
loerl state-opermted Henp- :ag Chien-hsiang Machinery Plamt 5 hed
never made suck & turbine bvefore, the paper added, but succeoded nftor
5 mouths' research, mainly in foreign technical publications.

Hote thet the first sentence in each presents the salient Pact of
the story reported in the ammpaper source. The source atiribution has Heen
fitved in at various locations in the ltoms s and 1ts wording is varied, to
59514 monotony. Subsidisry facta can bo tamped on or left out sl {he
salyst’s discretion. Comaents could be inserted iy dosireble or vhen
nexied without the necessity of encloaing them ia brackets.

This etyle involves teiing the individual facts from the oriplnal
souree snd roarvenging them in an order calculstad best to present the
Lformtion in o significant mommer.

ltems on the asame penernl subjcet can be cambined under oue headivg,
altbough generally this method is not applicable to the reporting of disparatz
“hard facts” informmtion.

¢ on the journnlistic quality o the origloual nevspaper
#Lory, this type of re-reporting of informotion Ziven in ncwgpaper sources may
wreelve considereble reorgenizetion of information.

Hore's nnother exsmple from ocur materials
-3 -
C+O=N-FeolwDaE-HeTolxA L
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The Buckavest doily newspaper iance. of 25 Setober 1955 eriti-
cized Cluj Neriune it delay in hervesting and scwing. The paper
aobed thet by 1T Colchar the regivoe hed canpleted only 30.7 percent
of planned fall sovivg and 53.8 percont of plaoned plowing for spring
sowlng, and cloimed that She delay is due partly to the assigonment of
improper sowlny perlods by cammne executive camulttees and to the
shortoge of gced. It ezdticized the failuve to fuifill dadly norus,
and gave a3 exemples Alud; Indus, Bigiriea ; and Nesaud ralons, where
caly 30 perceat of the scwlup ploa hes heen connleted.,

{hinca alsc blamed the regiune MRS service » which 1t claimed hasd
completed only 40,82 percent of fall plowing and 50.1 percent of sowing
by 20 October. 1% charpged thot frequent breakdowns of tractors end lack of
spare parts alsc cauce loss of time. The corn is ripe in elmogt all
comamunes in the regiune, sccording to the paper, but Aiud Rolon has
barvested only 12,4 percent aed Bistrite, Cluj, end Turds reions only
30 percent of the corn crops.

The oriicde concludes by steting: "Thoe regiune pecplc®s council
knows foll well thet this deley is damaging next year's crops,; but it
bas done nothing to mobilize the peasants, 1o intensify harvesting,
ploving, and asoving. Trade union agents must exercise strict control
and take immedicte measures to speed up work in the fields." '

“hen gotiting a story fren a partisar rublication, be sure to write
1t da guck g way as to leave no doubt in the veader's nmind that it is the
publication which 1o rrejudiced, not the FUD reporter. For instance:

The French "atrocities and cutrages’ veported comnitted egaingt
“tmmocent” natives during the vecent wpienvals in Horth Afrdca were
lald directiy a% the door of an “unenlizhbened and evil Loreim
policy desigred in Paris,” according to the &{ Noverber issue of the
strongly netionalistic and pro-Commmnist Egalite. The editors of
thds lrregulasly oudlished nevispaper mwe irequently been connectod
by the French Swrete with the Istiglal and the Cominform.

The article, vhich ghounded in lnvective, went on to attack
ail French etterpts ab concilistion in Borth Africe es "vile and
hypoeriticel atiempts by o grecdy imperizlism at blinding the NMorth
African populntion to permepent ensisvercnt » which will surely be
the result if Horth Africa heeds the siren song from Paxig.”

I reporting u politiesl story {rom e newspaper or periodical 3
beep in mind whoetbor the peper is serely being objective in its coversge or
whether it hos an s to grind; in other wonis, vhether it is mrely a
noutonl observer or o partisen.

As an exartle of reporting w ar wrbigsed story, recd the
oowings

B

CowlicF ot DBl [l o
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Leogu uiom o Lt e comar b oo Gk S sueli  aeln
Bl ves feuabed Jesterdey dus D30 o osesoon O the Arveb leagu. execu-
wave boeed i Calro, Foypty according to Lhe 2 Hovewber issue of Egypt’s
lemding joderendeot dsil 7y Bl-lferah. The paper vited excerpis of speeches
by ITbrehin asheRued and Derun al-Rashid, both of whom strongly urged
Yurthes sanetions, ifacluding an cortension of the Arad nevel blockade
oulolde lsrael's territorial wabore,

Orposlng this view, meeording to Ll-ilsreh, ws Then Donwhr,
professor of history st al-Ashup University in Calro, who ums guoted
a8 baving vrged "thet meestue of uodorntics and forbearance {1 dealing
it thie Ioreell problem vhish is necessary o prevesve gence in the
Middle Tast.”

And DLere {8 o pood illustmation of doubling up an the gome subject
using more than one souroe: .

ivo different artisles boviep the sece bitle ' Ie Socianlisn Cbaclete””
appeared roccatly in Westy Gormewn periodiicals. One, by Willy Eichler,
megber of thi Vest Genmn Sonisl-Democratic Party, ws in the July/
Avpast fssue of the varty sonchly Arbedt und Freibeit publiched in Roon.
Eichlar's article opposed *he argpuent that improved standards of
vorkars hovs made Socialium superfluous; and polnted to certain funda-
aatal tasts vt vhich Soeinlism: has to deal s ouch s the elinination
of all exploltation, the safefuerding of individusl liberty, and tho
raislog of the vorkers to o hipher level in the cultural life of society.

ihe secaxi erticle, wrditen by Dr Frite Venzel; Yember of the
Sevientar, ono published in the 25 Avgust 1955 issue of the Henbure
lePi-aring gociniish weekly Die endere Zeitunn, Wensel's article
desuribos lu actell the dengors thresteming Socialimm From vithin ita
RS, Juch as opportenion [dispulsing itself ss Realpolitik}), re-
visionisn and dogmtiom, resignation, wesriness, and the lael »f raith.

Plense note well that in the exnmples sbove we obvicusly have
bean reporting in cur own vords bub generously abtributisg the informstion
b the sonrcs. Ve bave quoted vien we bave “1lifted” verbatin {or nearly
verbatin) fron the original text. e bave aot Pound the vge of brackets
HECE8IATY .

\ Nov here iz an ewample or tuo iu vhich the uge of bracketted »
"Comment” is fudiceted as neceosary because the comment comes from our own
arelersnced mecollaction op hucwiedges,

vruguay s Presideat, Luis Batlle Esryes, and Senore de Batlle
Derres were enterteised thedr Picst evesing o Yashington at o state
dinner glven by Vice-Prosident end Her. Wizon in ths Hotel Sheraton-
Garltoa, according to the Ynshinsgton Poot of & Decemver 1955,

O T

Lol tnds Bl e f afs w1,
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| Lﬂ@::mnt lr the Undted Staves, the Vice Fresident is not given
an offleial residence, suck ag the President's "White Houge, " ond
consuquently must entortelin large officiul narties ic the city's hotels. ]

Here'p another:

o Fon g
A B0 trainiar nlans crshed in Mooz Slub Egtates, a remote
recidentind subuxt o Beltimorce Wil Bedpy, oo . :
Toien il e s more, early todey, sccording to The léew York

D0 i 0 e I i e

[Comment s There is no boor Clud Eototes subiat of Mltimore glhvim
o oRnyy mep 2 secent as L Jovesbor 1035, NDowever, there is o well-keom
Aubngrd of bant sowe o0 juoont o Weahington, DO, L0 miles gouth of
Heltinore. ) ' :

Horbe
baeaabats et

IR )

Ve usc

- Pat gboul dues L, e cuald aob attemt to mive you & puttern for
Svery otory you write. We wvepeat fras above: )

There are infinite possibllitiss for crganization of your meterial
. s : A N 2 il S D Z&“ﬁiw (Bf -2 -
wwl Lt presentation. ‘ £ e

Juat rerreiber partleodarly:
Refar Go your source of informetion.

b ke &3 ""'*C“"b Py apga ey o i 3 'Y iy ene 14 | ;
Lo MO Lreelly e the gsource vhere copedioney HMHetates w3 ing
gueortabion mels. i iy ’ ;

Wl THE CONSWED KW "WBO'S TALKTIR.

-RBUD -

CnlelieFw LD Balalie Tod L
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